


Today in the Middle Ages

A sensitively and creatively designed museum set 
in Gothic architecture that brings to life a long-gone
world through modern interpretations. Discover the
Walkenried monks as deeply pious members of a 
religious order, but also as clever entrepreneurs 
running a highly successful business: the White 
Company. 

Discover just how advanced the monks of the 
Middle Ages were in their thoughts and actions.

UNESCO World Heritage in the Harz 
Mountain Region 

In 2010 the monastery, with its unique Gothic 
double-naved cloister-wing, became part of the 
World Heritage Site ”Mines of Rammelsberg, 
Historic Town of Goslar and Upper Harz Water 
Management System“, which includes one of the 
�Y�Q�T�N�F�n�U���N�C�T�I�G�U�V���C�P�F���O�Q�U�V���U�K�I�P�K�‚���E�C�P�V���R�T�G���K�P�F�W�U�V�T�K�C�N��
energy supply systems.

There is a good reason for the unusual decision 
to include a mediaeval monastery in an industrial 
monument: in the early 13th century the Walken-
ried monks, who were important operators of mines
and smelting works in the Upper Harz and at the 
�4�C�O�O�G�N�U�D�G�T�I�����F�G�X�G�N�Q�R�G�F���V�J�G���‚���T�U�V���U�[�U�V�G�O�U���V�Q���U�W�R�R�N�[

CistercianMuseum 
Walkenried Monastery 

Mediaeval monasteries were places of spirituality 
�C�P�F���V�J�G���U�G�C�T�E�J���H�Q�T���)�Q�F�����Q�H���K�P�P�G�T���T�G�ƒ���G�E�V�K�Q�P���C�P�F��
�V�T�C�P�S�W�K�N�N�K�V�[�����Q�H���R�T�C�[�G�T���C�P�F���Y�Q�T�M���C�U���Y�G�N�N���C�U���U�E�K�G�P�V�K�‚���E��
experimentation and scholarliness. A fascinating 
world that is largely unknown to us today.

And yet there are astounding parallels with the 
present – particularly in the economic structures, 
which seem modern but were developed 800 years
ago by Cistercian monks. With crosses and spades,
but also with hammers and chisels, the men of God
from Walkenried left their mark on a wide area of 
the Harz and its foothills.

D
es

ig
n:

 H
in

z 
&

 K
un

st
, B

ra
un

sc
hw

ei
g 

 | P
ho

to
s:

 S
ch

ön
fe

ld
er

, G
. J

en
ts

ch
, Z

is
te

rz
ie

ns
er

M
us

eu
m

s 
K

lo
st

er
 W

al
ke

nr
ie

d 
 | V

er
si

on
 d

at
ed

 0
6 

/ 2
02

4

CistercianMuseum 
Walkenried Monastery
Steinweg 4a · 37445 Walkenried

Opening times
Beginning of April to end of October
Tue. – Sun. / Public holidays 10 – 17 
Beginning of November to end of March
Wed. – Sun. / Public holidays 10 – 17

Information, prices, reservations 
Visitor Service CistercianMuseum
MonasteryCafé and Monastery Shop 
Telephone 05525-95 99 064
info@kloster-walkenried.de
www.kloster-walkenried.de

World Heritage Info Centre Walkenried
Steinweg 4 · 37445 Walkenried
Opening times – same as 
CistercianMuseum
Entry free of charge

Walkenried Lutheran Church
St. Maria and Martini
Telephone 05525-800
www.kirchengemeinde-walkenried.de

Church service in the chapter house 
Sundays at 10:30

Getting here by train, bus or car
Bus and car parking next to the 
CistercianMuseum

Walkenried is on the Göttingen-
Northeim-Nordhausen train line. 
Trains run hourly. It is 10 minutes 
on foot from the station to the 
museum.

Responsible organisation: Stiftung Welterbe im Harz | Supported by: Stiftung Braunschweigischer 
Kulturbesitz  |  European Union  |  State of Lower Saxony  |  Niedersächsische Sparkassenstiftung 
and Sparkasse Osterode am Harz  |  Niedersächsische Lottostiftung  |  Stiftung Niedersachsen  |  
Klosterkammer Hannover  |  Landschaftsverband Südniedersachsen e.V.

�Y�C�V�G�T���V�Q���V�J�G�K�T���Q�Y�P���O�K�P�K�P�I���H�C�E�K�N�K�V�K�G�U���C�P�F���‚���U�J�G�T�[��
ponds. Their pond and ditch system in the Pandel-
bach Valley near Seesen, constructed around 1225,
is regarded as the oldest part of the Upper Harz 
Water Management System. 

Directly opposite the Museum is the World Heritage
Info Centre (with tourist information), which is 
suitable for wheelchairs. A modern and interactive 
exhibition that is free of charge informs you about 
the theme of World Heritage as well as the locations
and what is offered in one of the most diverse World
Heritage Sites in Germany – the World Heritage in 
the Harz.

ZisterzienserMuseum

Bergwerk Rammelsberg

Oberharzer 
Bergwerksmuseum

Grube Samson


